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Press release

For his second solo show at frank elbaz gallery, Laurent Pariente presents a new series of etched colored
metal sheets. This exhibit follows his show currently on view at Bourdelle Museum in Paris (July 6 to
November 26)* where are displayed a new construction in chalk, large size etched metal sheets, as well as
self-portraits on paper and aluminum.

"The engraved metal sheets are at the origin of my work on space and developed parallel to the chalk
constructions. They bring into play, in a two-dimensional space, the characteristics which one finds in
works of architectural dimension: occupation of space, mobility, the presence of the body, and the light.

Aluminum, copper or brass sheets are covered with a colored varnish, and then engraved with sharp-edged
etching tools. Each luminous line corresponds to a violent stroke and a furrow whose edge catches the
light. The complete surface is thus covered with infinity of lines, displayed in all directions. The moving
structure which results from it varies according to the source of light and from the movement and position
of the viewer (...).

(...) The walk in the constructions echoes and amplifies the gesture of the hand that strikes the metal
sheets. The etched line on the metal transforms itself in a luminous wall out of chalk. The two dimensional
web of interlaced lines develops in the labyrinth of walls and corridors erected in the three-dimensional
space".

Born in 1962 in Oran (Algeria), Laurent Pariente lives and works in New York City, USA.
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